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SUBJECT:NOON PRESS BRIEFING JUNE 8 

1 . THE FOLLOUING IS THE TEXT FROM THE NOON PRESS BRIEFING 
JUNE 8 CONCERNING PANAMA. 

2. BEGIN QUOTE Q: HODDING, DOES THE STATE DEPARTMENT HAVE 
ANY OEFICIAL PANAMANIAN DOCUMENT WHICH IN ANY WAY MODIFIES 
THE PANAMANIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY'S APRIL 25 COMMUNIQUE 
REPUDIATED THE DECONCINI, NUNN HOLDINGS, HEINZ, BELLMAN, 

BROOKE AND CANNON RESERVATIONS? 

A: THAT'S NOT THE INTERPRETATION WE PUT ON THAT COMMUNIQUE 
OF APRIL 25. 

Q: NO. I REALIZE YOUR INTERPRETATION, BUT WHAT I'D LIKE 
TO KNOU IS: DO YOU HAVE ANYTHING THAT WOULD IN ANY WAY 
MODIFY OR QUALIFY THIS COMMUNIQUE OF THE 25TH? YOU DON'T 
HAVE ANYTHING? 
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A: I'M TELLING YOU THAT WE DO NOT BELIEVE THAT THERE EXISTS 
A SIGNIFICANT MISUNDERSTANDING ON THE PART OF PANAMA AS TO 
THE MEANING OF THE SENATE'S ACTIONS. WE DO NOT CONSIDER 

IT A REPUDIATION OR A REJECTION OF THE SENATE RESOLUTIONS 
OF RATIFICATION. 
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Q: O.K. IF PRESIDENT CARTER EXCHANGES INSTRUMENTS OF RATI- 
FICATION WITH GENERAL TORRIJOS ON THE I6TH WITHOUT ANY 
PANAMANIAN ACCEPTANCE OF THESE SENATE RESERVATIONS, WON'T 
THE TREATIES BE IN FORCE WITH THE SENATE RESERVATIONS DIS- 
CARDED OR NOT RECOGNIZED BY PANAMA? 

A: THE TEXTS OF THE AMENDMENTS, RESERVATIONS, AND SO FORTH, 
ARE PERFECTLY CLEAR AND PANAMA WILL EXPLICITLY ACCEPT THESE 
TEXTS - 

Q: OH. HAVE THEY IN WRITING? 

A: - AS LEGALLY BINDING AT THE TIME OF EXCHANGE OF IN- 
STRUMENTS OF RATIFICATION AT THE TIME OF THE PRESIDENT'S 
TRIP TO PANAMA. 

Q: RIGHT. NOW, YOU HAVE SEEN THAT IN WRITING, THAT PAN- 
AMA - 

A: I'M TELLING YOU THE TEXT IS CLEAR. THE ACCEPTANCE OF 
THE INSTRUMENTS IS AN EXPLICIT ACCEPTANCE OF THE LANGUAGE- 
WHICH IS CLEAR - 

Q: WHERE? 
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A: - INCLUDING ALL RESERVATIONS. 

Q: WHERE IS THAT, HODDING? 

A: IT IS IN THE INSTRUMENT. 

Q: BECAUSE WE GOT THIS IN WRITING, THE STATEMENTS ON ALL 
OE THESE, FROM THE PANAMANIAN COMMUNIQUE OF APRIL 25. 

NOW, DO YOU HAVE ANOTHER DOCUMENT WHERE PANAMA SAYS WE 
ACCEPT THE DECONCINI RESERVATION? DO YOU HAVE ANY SUCH 
DOCUMENT OR IS THERE ONE GOING TO BE PRESENTED ON JUNE 16 
OR NOT? 

A: MY FRIEND, WHAT IS GOING TO BE PRESENTED IS A FULL 
BODY OF WHAT WAS DONE BY THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES, 
WHICH IS VERY CLEAR. AND IN ACCEPTING IT, THAT IS EX- 
PLICITLY ACCEPTING THE LANGUAGE WHICH IS IN IT. 

Q: THEY WHY DOES THE STATE DEPARTMENT BELIEVE THAT THEY 
REPUDIATED THESE RESERVATIONS? 
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A: WE DON'T. 

Q: YOU DON'T? 

A: WE DO NOT LOOK AT THE COMMUNIQUE AS EITHER A REPUDIA- 
TION OR A REJECTION. 

Q: HODDING, ON THAT POINT, IF THEY SAY THAT THE RESERVA- 
TIONS DON'T CHANGE THE TREATY AND THE SENATORS WHO INTRO- 
DUCED THOSE RESERVATIONS AND WHO VOTED FOR THEM THOUGHT 
THAT THEY WERE SIGNIFICANT, THIS WAS NOT JUST, YOU KNOW, 

PRO FORMA - 

A: YOU UNDERSTAND WE HAD DIFFERENCES ALL ALONG AS TO THE 
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NEED FOR LANGUAGE TO MAKE EXPLICIT WHAT WE FELT WAS EX- 
PLICIT. IT IS NOT PLAYING WITH WORDS. IT IS A RESTATE- 
MENT OF POSITION. THE LANGUAGE OF THE TREATY, WE FELT, 

AS DID PANAMA, WAS SPECIFIC ENOUGH, BUT THAT IF THE AMEND- 
MENTS WERE FELT NECESSARY TO MAKE IT MORE SPECIFIC AND 
CLEAR FOR THOSEPROPONENTS, THEN THAT IS WHAT THE SENATE 
DID. AND THEY ARE ACCEPTED BY PANAMA; THEY HAVE BEEN. 

THEY WILL BE ACCEPTED WHEN THE BODY OF THAT TREATY AND THE 
ACCOMPANYING BODY IS ACCEPTED BY PANAMA. 

Q: IN EFFECT YOU ARE SAYING THAT YOU AGREE WITH PANAMA 
THAT THESE RESERVATIONS MADE NO SIGNIFICANT CHANGES IN THE 
TREATY? 

A: WE ARE SAYING THAT WE ALWAYS FELT THAT THE TREATY WAS 
SPECIFIC. THE RESERVATIONS WERE VOTED UPON, ACCEPTED. 

THEY ARE IN THERE. WE BELIEVE THAT THE TREATY IS CLEAR 
WITH THEM. WE BELIEVE THAT THE MAIN POINTS OF CONCERN 
WERE CLEAR. IN ANY CASE, THE TREATY IS EXPLICIT NOW WITH 
THE RESERVATIONS AND THAT IS WHAT WILL BE ACCEPTED BY PAN- 
AMA. 

Q: COULD I PIN YOU DOWN A LITTLE BIT ON THAT, HODDING? 

ARE YOU SAYING THAT THE DECONCINI RESERVATION, THE NUNN 
RESERVATION, MADE NO SIGNIFICANT, NO MEANINGFUL CHANGE IN 
THE INTERPRETATION OF THE TREATY? 

A: I AM SAYING THAT A POSITION OF THIS ADMINISTRATION WAS 
THAT WE DID NOT NEED THEM. THE SENATE FELT OTHERWISE; 

THEY ADDED THEM. THEY ARE NOW PART OF THAT TREATY. THEY 
ARE CLEAR. THE TREATY WITH THEM IS CLEAR. THAT WILL BE 

ACCEPTED BY PANAMA, AND IN ACCEPTING IT, THEY WILL BE EX- 
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PLICITLY ACCEPTING THE LANGUAGE AND WHAT IS IN THE TREATY 
AND THE RESERVATION. 

Q: THAT IS NOT WHAT THEY SAY, HODDING, IN THIS COMMUNIQUE. 

A: I AM GOING TO TELL YOU SOMETHING. I AM GOING TO CUT 
THIS OFF. I HAVE SAID WE DO NOT REGARD IT AS A REPUDIATION, 

AND WE DO NOT REGARD IT AS A REJECTION. I AM TELLING YOU 
WHEN WE GIVE IT, THESE INSTRUMENTS ON JUNE 16 AND 17, THEY 
WILL BE EXPLICITLY ACCEPTED AND THAT IS WHAT I SAY. WHEN 
IT HAPPENS AT THE TIME, IF YOU DO NOT BELIEVE IT, THEN YOU 
CAN COME BACK AND ASK ME. 

Q: THE PANAMANIANS HAVE STATED AND YOU HAVE ALREADY TOLD 
US THAT THERE IS NOTHING IN WRITING TO THE CONTRARY. THEY 
HAVE STATED A THEORY OF THE FACT THAT THE DECONCINI AMEND- 
MENTS MEANS SUCH AND SUCH, THAT IT REALLY DOESN'T ALTER IT. 

THAT IS THEIR THEORY. THE SENATE APPARENTLY DISAGREE BE- 
CAUSE THERE WAS AN OVERWHELMING SUPPORT OF THE DECONCINI 
AMENDMENT WHICH WAS VERY CONTROVERSIAL AND WHICH IS DENOUNCED 
STRONGLY BY PANAMA IN THIS COMMUNIQUE. THERE HAS BEEN 
NOTHING SINCE THAT COMMUNIQUE IN WRITING FROM PANAMA TO 
INDICATE THAT THEY HAVE ANY - 

A: LES, BESIDES YOUR SPEECH, THE ANSWER TO YOUR QUESTION 
WAS NO. NEXT QUESTION. VANCE 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 jan 1994 

Channei indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: AGREEMENTS, PRESS CONFERENCES, CANALS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 09 jun 1978 

Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 jan 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1978STATE1 46729 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: GEBROWN:ZC 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 

Film Number: D780242-0159 

Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1978/newtext/t19780675/aaaacmla.tel 

Line Count: 201 
Litigation Code IDs: 

Litigation Codes: 

Litigation History: 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 

Message ID: a1c3428c-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 

Office: ORIGIN ARA 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Original Previous Classification: n/a 

Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 

Page Count: 4 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 
Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 29 mar 2005 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 
Review Media Identifier: 

Review Release Date: N/A 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
SAS ID: 2411666 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: NOON PRESS BRIEFING JUNE 8 
TAGS: PBOR, SOPN, PN, US 
To: PANAMA 
Type: TE 

vdkvgwkey: odbc://SAS/SAS.dbo.SAS_Docs/a1c3428c-c288-dd1 1-92da-001cc4696bcc 
Review Markings: 

Sheryl P. Walter 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
20 Mar 2014 

Markings: Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassifled/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



